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eau's help the coup d'etat of i8th Fructidor (4 September
I8TH                I797) was effected. Fifty-three members of
FRUCTIDOR the Councils, including Pichegru, were arrested
and sent into exile; Carnot and Bartheiemy, threatened
with a like fate, managed to escape, and the authority of the
republican Directors was temporarily restored. What is the
real significance of Fructidor ? Ostensibly a defeat for the
royalists it put one more nail into the coffin of the Republic.
In the long run Bonaparte was the sole gainer. His language
had already begun to indicate an increasing independence of
his nominal masters. ' Do you suppose ', he wrote in May
1797, ' that I triumph in Italy for the glory of the lawyers
of the Directory, a Carnot or a Barras ? Do you suppose
that I mean to found a Republic ? What an idea ? A
Republic of thirty millions of people! With our morals,
our vices! How is such a thing possible ? The nation
wants a chief, a chief covered with glory, not theories of
government, phrases, ideological essays that the French do
not understand. They want some playthings ; that will
be enough; they will play with them and let themselves
be led, always supposing they are cleverly prevented from
seeing the goal towards which they are moving/ His tone
in the peace negotiations with Austria corresponded with
these views. He was the independent conqueror not the
servant of a tottering Republic, and as such he granted to
PEACE OF the Emperor the terms finally embodied in
CAMPO-FORMIO the peace of Campo-Formio (17 October
'1797). By this exceedingly important treaty:
(i) The Austrian Netherlands were definitely ceded to France ;
(2) the Republic of Venice was annihilated and its territories parti-
tioned : Continental Venetia east of the Adige, Istria and Dalmatia
were annexed to Austria; Venetia west of the Adige to the Cisal-
pine Republic ; the Ionian islands to France; (3) Austria recog-
nized the Cisalpine Republic and agreed to indemnify the Duke of
Modena with Breisgau.
Such was the public treaty; the secret terms were even
more significant By these Austria was to acquiesce in t&e
attainment of the Rhine frontier by France; the dispo&-